BOOK CLUB
QUESTIONS

1. Before reading the novel, what did you know about the
Virgin Mary? What stories are told about her? Did the novel
change the way you think about her? If so, in what ways?

2. How would you describe the relationship between Maryam
and Herodias? How does it compare to Maryam’s relationship
with Elisheba?

3. How is female friendship described in the novel?

4. Over the course of the novel, Maryam travels across
Herod’s Kingdom and to Rome. How does she relate to these
different places? How do her travels shape her identity as a
Jewish woman from Nazareth?

5. What do you think happened during Maryam’s year of
wildness?

6. What do you picture when you think of angels? How do
they act? Did Gabriel speak or act in any ways that were
surprising to you?

7. How does the color blue appear throughout the story? Why
is this color significant?

8. What do you think happened when Maryam joined Yosef
and his men from the synagogue in Nazareth?

9. In the Christian tradition, the moment when Gabriel tells
Mary that she will conceive and give birth to Jesus is known
as the Annunciation. What happens during the Annunciation
in the novel? How is it similar to and different from other
depictions you have seen in art and literature? How would
you react if Gabriel gave you this message?

10. How does Maryam’s understanding of Hannah change?
How does it shape Maryam’s views of motherhood?

11. How have you seen the Nativity (the birth of Jesus)
depicted? How does the one in the novel compare to the
versions you have previously seen and read?

12. The action in this novel takes place from 7-4 B.C.E. How
do its events and themes resonate with contemporary events?

13. How does marble imagery appear throughout the novel?
Why do you think the author titled the novel Marble?

14. How does the cover design reflect the themes of the
novel?
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	ABOUT  THE BOOK
	“Marble is an intensely compelling novel,  hard to put down and leaving the reader craving more.”
	—India Edghill, author of Queenmaker and A Tiger in the Garden
	Marble is the feminist retelling of the life of the Virgin Mary, sharing her story before she became a mother.
	Out on the edge of the Roman Empire, Maryam dreams of the world beyond her village, her solitude occasionally broken by a mysterious figure named Gabriel. But when Maryam’s father dies and leaves behind debts that his only child must pay in servitude, she is thrust into the heart of the treacherous royal court of King Herod the Great. Before long, a brutal act of jealousy and betrayal leaves Maryam alone in a country simmering with unrest.
	When she sets out to salvage her future, she is jarred by the discovery that she will soon become a mother. Maryam must decide to take her life into her own hands, and nothing — not a princess, not an empire, not even an angel — will stop her from seeing her own will be done.
	With luminous prose and page-turning storytelling, Marble gives voice to one of the most famous mothers, narrating an unforgettable and resounding story of feminine identity, strength, and choice.
	Publication Date: September 29, 2026 Paperback Original | $18.95 5.5 x 8.25 in | 392 pages ISBN: 978-1-964403-09-0

	Distributed by the publisher Edelweiss link
	eBook | $9.95 EPUB ISBN: 978-1-964403-10-6 Kindle ISBN: 978-1-964403-11-3
	“With prose both earthy and elegant... Catalana's stunning debut, gloriously reimagines the icon as a human, the symbol as a woman.”
	—Lauren J.A. Bear,  author of Mother of Rome
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	Taylor Catalana is a writer and museum professional who studied art history and theology at Fordham University and King’s College London. Born and raised in New Jersey, she currently lives in Brooklyn with her dog. Marble is her first novel.
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	Q&A WITH THE AUTHOR
	Taylor Catalana is a writer and museum professional who studied art history and theology at Fordham University and King’s College London. Born and raised in New Jersey, she currently lives in Brooklyn with her dog.
	Marble is her first novel and is available for pre-order.
	Q. What inspired you to write your novel? A. Two different things inspired Marble: first, I was really intrigued by the actual text of the Gospel story of the angel Gabriel telling Mary that she was going to give birth to the Son of God, known as the Annunciation. It’s a story that has been repeated so often and depicted innumerably in art, but I found there were so many layers to those few lines. But I was specifically intrigued by the very end of the story, Luke 1:38: “And the angel departed from her.” It seems throwaway, like stage directions, but it felt so heavy upon reading. Like Mary is just left with this insane situation she didn’t ask for at all but agreed to. I kept coming back to that.
	Second, around Christmastime several years ago, I heard two very different sermons. One was in a Catholic church (the denomination I was raised in) and spoke of Mary’s pregnancy in terms I instantly recognized as typical of the American “pro-life” movement. It felt so deeply uncurious about who this person really was and so transparent in its use of her to make an argument. I was so lit up about it that sitting right there in the pews, I thought, Screw this, I’m writing her story. My fascination with the Annunciation text was something I had previously thought might become a poem, but after that sermon, I knew it was a novel.
	The other sermon was in an Episcopal church (the denomination I am currently a part of) and was given by a woman priest about how Mary and her cousin Elizabeth, as the respective mothers of Jesus and John the Baptist, must have been huge but unsung influences on their sons. Just hearing that acknowledged gave the story more of a theme: who were all these heralded mothers, really?
	TAYLOR CATALANA
	Email: tay.catalana@gmail.com Website: www.taylorcatalana.com Instagram: @taylorcatalana
	Q. What parts  were challenging to write?  A. The. Angel. My god is it hard to write an angel. I kept being tempted to write from Gabriel’s perspective as well so that I could understand him better, but I held strong against that impulse because it felt antithetical to why I was writing the book, which was to let Mary/Maryam speak for herself. But it’s really hard to write a human-like character who isn’t a human, especially when he’s so crucial to the story. No amount of reading I did about angels and how they were imagined in ancient myths made it easier. Essentially, they are aloof. They just exist to deliver messages. But I had come up with the conceit of, “What if Mary and the angel had interacted many other times before the big announcement?” and I wanted to see that through. Where it ended up taking me was totally unexpected.
	Q. What do you like to do when you are not writing? A. I really love antiquing. It’s like walking through a museum but you get to bring things home. I also love karaoke, going to WNBA games (go Liberty!), the beach, going out dancing, and traveling to new towns and cities and making fun, loose-ish itineraries based around bookstores, history, antiques, food, and art. I also have a puppy who is demanding quite a bit of my attention these days.
	“I was so lit up about it that sitting right there in the pews, I thought, Screw this, I’m writing her story.”
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	INTERVIEW QUESTIONS
	QUESTIONS ABOUT THE NOVEL
	1. What inspired you to write this novel?
	2. What research did you conduct to write this novel? How did you choose the names for your characters?
	3. How did you determine what parts of Maryam’s life Marble would narrate? How did you decide to structure the novel?
	4. How did you decide to write a novel with elements of literary fiction, historical fiction, and magical realism?
	5. Did writing Marble have any effect on your faith and/or spiritual practices?
	6. What parts of Marble were fun to write?
	7. Which character(s) do you like the most/the least? Why?
	8. How has the novel changed from the first draft?
	9. What was going on in your life when you were writing this novel?
	10. Your novel was published by a new indie press. What was your publishing experience like?
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	QUESTIONS ABOUT WRITING
	1. What is your writing process like?
	2. Where do you write?
	3. How do you determine how long a novel needs to be?
	4. Do you consider the reader when you are writing?
	5. How do you deal with writer’s block?
	6. What’s your favorite writing snack?
	7. Which books (or authors) have most influenced your work?
	8. What advice do you have for other writers?
	9. What are you reading now?
	10. What are you writing now?
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	EARLY PRAISE
	“With prose both earthy and elegant, Taylor Catalana describes Maryam's defiant struggle for independent thought and individual action. Marble, Catalana's stunning debut, gloriously reimagines the icon as a human, the symbol as a woman.”  —Lauren J.A. Bear, author of Mother of Rome
	“Some stories are so familiar that it seems impossible for an author to produce a fresh telling of the ages-old tale. Then along comes an author who breathes new life into an old story and turns it into something rich and new. Marble reimagines a life for one of the most famous women of all time. No mere passive vessel, Catalana's heroine triumphs over poverty and oppression, holds her own against earthly corruption, an angelic messenger, and against fate itself. Marble is an intensely compelling novel, hard to put down and leaving the reader craving more.” —India Edghill, author of Queenmaker and A Tiger in the Garden
	“Thanks to prose that is both lyrical and lucid, Catalana gracefully manages the magic trick of all the best historical fiction—to offer a story that’s both transportative and familiar. Her settings are always vivid, her history is sound and necessary, but never burdensome. On the contrary, in the remarkable character of Maryam, she finds the human thread that binds the past and present. Marble is an exciting debut.” —Brooks Hansen, author of John the Baptizer  and LucidDream™
	“Marble is the achingly beautiful story of Maryam, known later as the Virgin Mary, in the life she lived before she was the mother of Jesus. With poetic language and piercing imagery, Taylor Catalana vividly conjures king’s palaces, visions of angels, and life in Judea as the first century approaches. This riveting and proactive novel will challenge notions of a docile Mary, reimagining millennia-old stories from a fiery, feminist perspective. An absolutely mesmerizing read.”  —Jennifer S. Brown, author of The Whisper Sister
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