
B O O K  C L U B
Q U E S T I O N S
1. How would you describe the relationship between Charlie
and each of his parents in “A Secret Beach”? How do these
relationships compare with the child-parent relationships
seen in other stories?

2. In “The Trifecta of It All,” Mary finds herself in an
unexpected situation and has to make a life-altering decision.
How does her environment, especially the things she sees
around her, impact her decision making?

3. Do you think the narrator of “Marquise” regrets her
decision to plan the heist with Tamale? If so, why?

4. Considering both “A New Nose” and “The Oak,” is Madison
a likeable character? Is she a sympathetic character? Why or
why not?

5. What do you think happens after “Mount Saint” ends? 

6. In “Mount Saint,” we see Davionne trying to figure out a
way to care for her aging mother; in “The Darndest Things,”
we see Juliet trying to care for her young daughter. How do
these stories and these struggles echo one another?

7. How would the story told in “Unlucky in Love” change if it
was written from Darcy’s perspective?

8. The narrator in “Sunshine Skyway” states how her birthday
and other notable and terrible events have also happened on
the same day, “but we get to pick where we find meaning in
our lives.” Do you agree? Why or why not?

9. Why is Alen in “It Ain’t Just” worried about appearances?
How does this affect his relationship with Marsha?

10. Why do you think the author decided to tell the story in
“Flower Shop” in reverse chronological order? How does this
change the way we feel about the characters?

11. How has Madison’s character developed when she
reappears in “The Oak”? How has she stayed the same?

12. In what ways does “Forever Egg,” the title story, reflect
the collection as a whole?

13. The stories are set in various locations in New York,
Florida, and an imaginary Caribbean island. How does the
author use time and place throughout the stories?

14. What kinds of egg imagery appear across the collection?

15. How does the cover design reflect the themes of the
collection?
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	ABOUT
	THE BOOK
	“There is nothing quite like a
	Tierney Oberhammer story.”
	—Mira Jacob, best-selling author of Good Talk
	A young boy gets caught up in his parents’ quiet, working-class desperation during a family beach trip in 1980. Decades later, a school teacher finds unexpected romance while healing from a long-awaited rhinoplasty. A volcanic eruption on a Caribbean island in 2018 forces a culinary prodigy to confront a choice that may wound the person she loves most. A struggling mother in New York then makes a dangerous attempt to silence her daughter’s memories of a past life. Centuries later, in 2400, descendants protect a precious family heirloom—one that began as a kitchen-counter science experiment—as humanity leaves Earth.
	With wry humor and clear-eyed tenderness, Forever Egg asks the question: what do we owe the people we love and how do our choices reverberate across time?
	Publication Date: March 2, 2027
	ISBN: 978-1-964403-12-0
	EPUB ISBN: 978-1-964403-13-7


	ABOUT THE AUTHOR
	“With all the well-deserved confidence of an experienced cartographer, Oberhammer maps out the uneasy terrain of our existence. This collection is a crisp, assured, and gorgeous debut.”
	—Julia Phillips, best-selling author of Bear and Disappearing Earth



	Q&A WITH THE AUTHOR
	Tierney Oberhammer is a writer living in the Hudson Valley. A graduate of the Randolph College MFA in Creative Writing, her work has appeared in swamp pink, The Adroit Journal, Aster(ix), Cincinnati Review, Copper Nickel, River Teeth, and Callaloo. Forever Egg, her debut story collection, will be published on March 2, 2027.
	Q. How would you summarize Forever Egg?
	A. FOREVER EGG is a dozen stories about people caught between who they are and who they want to be. The narratives include: a street smart woman planning a heist to secure her future; an art teacher convincing herself that a rhinoplasty will finally fix her identity crisis; and a lonely mother struggling to accept that her toddler is a reincarnated old woman. In the title story, generations of women attempt to preserve a fragile heirloom—a chicken egg—that symbolizes hope, endurance, and love. Each story asks: What is the price of transformation and who pays it? I like to say that the book answers: A chicken is an egg’s way of making another egg.

	Q. What inspired you to write the collection?
	A. I think just being a person and having obsessions with very specific things and having a love of language and words and a desire to create engaging stories.

	Q. Where do you write?
	A. Anywhere. I write a lot on the Google Docs app in my cell phone while in bed at all hours of the night.

	Q. What parts of Forever Egg were fun to write?
	A. All the parts. :) I love describing things, which I don’t spend a TON of time on because I don’t want to bore people, but like describing the crab cleaning process or the flowers in the arrangements in “Flower Shop” or the diamonds. I love all those description writing sessions. I had to cut so much! I also think writing the openings is really fun. Trying to capture a reader in the first paragraph or page.


	TIERNEY OBERHAMMER
	Email: tierneyobe@gmail.com
	Website: www.tierneyoberhammer.com
	Instagram: @tierneyoberhammer
	Q. What is your writing process like?
	A. I typically start out with an interesting object or scene or scenario. Something I came upon in everyday life. If it gets lodged in my head for long enough, I start to come up with a narrative around it. Who might be afraid of the thing? How might it be the best or worst thing for a person? How might it change a person? Sometimes the ideas will float around in my mind for a long time. When I came up with the premise for my novel, I thought about it for probably six months before I wrote down anything. Then: I write! Usually in the morning, I might write a scene at a time, or a few short scenes in a sitting. I don’t worry about spelling or language or anything on the sentence level at first. I just want to get the shape of the story out. Some sentences may remain as they were at first draft, and other entire scenes might get deleted later. Some spark comes out in that first draft, but the story really gets shaped in all the revisions. I do a lot of plot and character-drive mapping on pen and paper. I like John Truby’s book The Anatomy of a Story. I refer to it a lot. I also have a writer partner who I talk to almost every day about all things writing, she’s a big part of my process too.

	“I typically start out with an interesting object
	or scene or scenario.... If it gets lodged in my
	head for long enough, I start to come up with
	a narrative around it.”
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	INTERVIEW QUESTIONS
	QUESTIONS ABOUT THE COLLECTION
	1. What inspired you to link the stories in Forever Egg? How did you decide which characters would reappear and how the stories would be interconnected?
	2. How did you determine the order of the stories? Are there any stories that didn’t make it into the collection?
	3. How did you decide upon the title? In what ways does the title story reflect the collection as a whole?
	4. How has Forever Egg changed from the first draft?

	5. What was your process for writing about an imaginary island?
	6. What research did you conduct to write the collection?
	7. How did you choose the names for your characters?
	8. Which character(s) do you like the most/the least? Why?
	9. What was going on in your life when you were writing this collection?
	10. Your collection was published by a new indie press. What was your publishing experience like?

	TIERNEY OBERHAMMER
	Tierney Oberhammer is a writer living in the Hudson Valley. A graduate of the Randolph College MFA in Creative Writing, her work has appeared in swamp pink, The Adroit Journal, Aster(ix), Cincinnati Review, Copper Nickel, River Teeth, and Callaloo. She has received support from the Nancy Craig Blackburn Program, Sewanee, Tin House, the Indiana University Writers’ Conference, and the Elizabeth George Foundation.
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	QUESTIONS ABOUT WRITING
	1. What is your writing process like?
	2. How do you determine how long a story needs to be?
	3. Do you consider the reader when you are writing?
	5. How do you deal with writer’s block?
	6. What’s your favorite writing snack?
	7. Which books (or authors) have most influenced your work?
	8. What advice do you have for other writers?
	9. What are you reading now?
	10. What are you writing now?
	www.modernartistpress.com



	BOOK CLUB QUESTIONS
	1. How would you describe the relationship between Charlie and each of his parents in “A Secret Beach”? How do these relationships compare with the child-parent relationships seen in other stories?
	2. In “The Trifecta of It All,” Mary finds herself in an unexpected situation and has to make a life-altering decision. How does her environment, especially the things she sees around her, impact her decision making?
	3. Do you think the narrator of “Marquise” regrets her decision to plan the heist with Tamale? If so, why?
	4. Considering both “A New Nose” and “The Oak,” is Madison a likeable character? Is she a sympathetic character? Why or why not?
	5. What do you think happens after “Mount Saint” ends?
	6. In “Mount Saint,” we see Davionne trying to figure out a way to care for her aging mother; in “The Darndest Things,” we see Juliet trying to care for her young daughter. How do these stories and these struggles echo one another?
	7. How would the story told in “Unlucky in Love” change if it was written from Darcy’s perspective?
	8. The narrator in “Sunshine Skyway” states how her birthday and other notable and terrible events have also happened on the same day, “but we get to pick where we find meaning in our lives.” Do you agree? Why or why not?
	9. Why is Alen in “It Ain’t Just” worried about appearances? How does this affect his relationship with Marsha?
	10. Why do you think the author decided to tell the story in “Flower Shop” in reverse chronological order? How does this change the way we feel about the characters?
	11. How has Madison’s character developed when she reappears in “The Oak”? How has she stayed the same?
	12. In what ways does “Forever Egg,” the title story, reflect the collection as a whole?
	13. The stories are set in various locations in New York, Florida, and an imaginary Caribbean island. How does the author use time and place throughout the stories?
	14. What kinds of egg imagery appear across the collection?
	15. How does the cover design reflect the themes of the collection?
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	EARLY
	PRAISE
	“Tierney Oberhammer’s stories explore the places in between: the weeks between period and pregnancy, the wait between surgery and recovery, the distance between parent and child, the bridge between funeral and one-night stand, the overlap between past lives and new lives, the ship sailing between volcanic disaster and escape. With all the well-deserved confidence of an experienced cartographer, Oberhammer maps out the uneasy terrain of our existence. This collection is a crisp, assured, and gorgeous debut.”
	—Julia Phillips, best-selling author of Bear and Disappearing Earth
	“There is nothing quite like a Tierney Oberhammer story. Each one in this collection gives us a glimpse into a world so vivid, fraught,  and richly imagined that it lives on in us as a tiny earthquake of feeling.”

	—Mira Jacob, best-selling author of Good Talk
	“Forever Egg is a wonder. Wielding sentences of an almost fluorescent precision, Oberhammer carves out a literary space all her own. These are stories that are unafraid to raise and linger with the largest and thorniest of questions—about race, identity, class, and cruelty—and that render, both sensitively and mercilessly, the slips and snags of the attempt to connect with others while still engaged in the project of constructing a self. This collection heralds the arrival of a star.”

	—Clare Beams, author of The Garden
	“More than a short story collection, Forever Egg is an intricate labyrinth where the search for self is eternal and cyclic; where strangers, driven by the same yearning to belong, find and lose each other.
	Tierney Oberhammer captures the in-between existence, particularly the struggle of multi-racial identities, with an honesty and tenderness like no other writer. She invites the readers to dwell in the quiet anguish and shame of minority experience. She taps into the sweeping despair of our modern life. And she does so in a voice that is original, subtle and deeply moving.”

	—Kangkang Li Kovacs, author of
	Nothing to My Name
	TIERNEY OBERHAMMER
	Tierney Oberhammer is a writer living in the Hudson Valley. A graduate of the Randolph College MFA in Creative Writing, her work has appeared in swamp pink, The Adroit Journal, Aster(ix), Cincinnati Review, Copper Nickel, River Teeth, and Callaloo. She has received support from the Nancy Craig Blackburn Program, Sewanee, Tin House, the Indiana University Writers’ Conference, and the Elizabeth George Foundation.
	Email: tierneyobe@gmail.com
	Website: www.tierneyoberhammer.com
	Instagram: @tierneyoberhammer
	Kathryn Fay, publisher
	kathryn.fay@modernartistpress.com
	www.modernartistpress.com
	IG: @modernartistpress





